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FEATURED NEWS
OHIO LEGISLATURE MIGHT REVERSE GOV. KASICH’S SCHOOL-FUNDING VETO  COLUMBUS DISPATCH
Of the 44 line-item budget vetoes that Gov. John Kasich issued more than a month ago, one in particular still has state legislators discussing a potential override or new legislation that protects schools from funding cuts. Republican legislators, some of whom didn’t like the idea of cutting school funding while at the same time reducing taxes by nearly $2 billion and putting about $525 million into the state rainy-day fund, were blindsided when Kasich vetoed a pot of money designed to ensure that those cuts didn’t happen.

FEDERAL, NATIONAL AND U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
FEDERAL HEALTH, EDUCATION AGENCIES LOOK AT SCHOOL START TIMES HANNAH
Ohio public middle and high schools start about 10 minutes earlier than the national average, according to new data from the federal Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the U.S. Department of Education (USDOE).  In its "Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report," the CDC looks at the start-time data related to a 2014 recommendation from the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), as well as other health research showing sleep-deprived adolescents are more likely to be overweight, perform poorly in school and engage risky behaviors likely smoking, drinking and drug use and less likely to exercise daily. USDOE data from its Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS) show a national average start time for middle, high and combined schools of 8:03 a.m., while Ohio's average is 7:52 a.m. The two federal agencies also analyzed the data to show the proportion of schools starting before or after 8:30 a.m.

OFFICIALS SAY KIDS NEED MORE SLEEP FOR BETTER HEALTH, SAFETY AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TIME, INC.
The majority of U.S. middle and high schools start their school days too early, not letting young people get enough sleep for development and academic success, a new federal report says. A new report published by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on Thursday shows that fewer than one in five middle and high schools in the U.S. start at the recommended 8:30 a.m. start time or later. 

FEDERAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT PILOTING COLLEGE GRANTS FOR INMATES HANNAH
The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) announced recently it is starting a pilot program to allow people in prison to receive Pell grants for higher education and training opportunities, in an effort to reduce recidivism. Colleges and universities can apply to participate for the 2016-2017 school year through Wednesday, Sept. 30. The Second Chance Pell pilot will let those otherwise qualified and are eligible for release, particularly within five years, to access Pell grants.

OHIO LEGISLATION UPDATE (RECENT BILL ACTION IN RED)
131ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Introduced

HB299 CUSTODIAN-AUTISM SCHOLARSHIP (Rep. Louis Blessing III, Rep. Jeffrey Rezabek) To permit the temporary, legal, or permanent custodian of a qualified child to apply for an Autism Scholarship
STATUS: Introduced


House

HB1 WORKFORCE GRANT PROGRAM (Rep. Kirk Schuring, Rep. Nathan Manning) To establish the Workforce Grant Program, to authorize an income tax credit equal to 25% of the student loan payments a grant recipient makes per year, and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Re-Referred to House Finance Committee
HB2 CHARTER SCHOOL SPONSORSHIP (Rep. Mike Dovilla, Rep. Kristina Roegner) With regard to sponsorship and management of community schools
STATUS: Passed by Senate 30-0 (Earlier REPORTED-AMENDED SUBSTITUTE)
HB5 PUBLIC OFFICE-STATE AGENCY EFFICIENCY STUDIES (Rep. Stephanie Kunze, Rep. Kyle Koehler) To allow the Auditor of State to conduct business case studies regarding the efficiency of local public offices and state agencies
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Government Oversight & Reform Committee
HB7 ASSESSMENT SCORE DETERMINATIONS (Rep. Jim Buchy) To prohibit individual student scores from certain elementary and secondary achievement assessments administered for the 2014-2015 school year from being used to determine promotion or retention or to grant course credit
STATUS: Signed by Governor – Effective immediately
HB12 TIF-INCENTIVE DISTRICTS (Rep. James Butler, Jr., Rep. Tony Burkley) To establish a procedure by which political subdivisions proposing a tax increment financing (TIF) incentive district are required to provide notice to the record owner of each parcel within the proposed incentive district before creating the district
STATUS: Referred to House Ways & Means Committee
HB15 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERSHIP (Rep. Ron Gerberry) To change the voting membership of the State Board of Education to consist of a member from each of several electoral districts with boundaries coinciding with the state's Congressional districts and a president to be appointed by the Governor if there is an even number of such electoral districts
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB20 CONCEALED CARRY-SCHOOL SAFETY ZONE (Rep. Anne Gonzales, Rep. Kyle Koehler) To expand and clarify the authority of a concealed handgun licensee to possess a handgun in a school safety zone
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House State Government Committee

HB25 FOOD-DRINK SCHOOL SALES (Rep. Stephanie Kunze) To require the State Board of Education to adopt rules regarding the sale of beverages and food during the regular school day in connection with a school-sponsored fundraiser
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB27 FINANCIAL AID-FINISH FUND (Rep. Dan Ramos) To create the Finish Fund and the Finish Reserve Fund to provide grants to students who are nearing completion of their associate or bachelor's degrees and display financial need or hardship
STATUS: Referred to House Finance Committee

HB28 SUICIDE PREVENTION-HIGHER EDUCATION (Rep. Marlene Anielski) With regard to suicide prevention programs at state institutions of higher education
STATUS: Signed by Governor – Effective 10/14/15
HB39 SCHOOL-CAMP INHALER PERMIT (Rep. Mike Duffey, Rep. Anthony DeVitis) To permit schools and camps to procure and use a metered dose inhaler or dry powdered inhaler used to alleviate asthmatic symptoms in accordance with prescribed policies and to exempt them from licensing requirements related to the possession of these inhalers
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Health & Human Services Committee
HB42 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND (Rep. Ron Gerberry, Rep. Jack Cera) To require that, for fiscal year 2016 and each fiscal year thereafter, the Local Government Fund must receive the same proportion of state tax revenue that the Fund received in fiscal year 2005
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Finance Committee

HB43 CLASSROOM FACILITIES-PROPERTY TAX ROLLBACKS (Rep. Ron Gerberry) To revise the law governing classroom facilities assistance programs and to restore the application of the 10% and 2.5% property tax rollbacks to school district tax levies approved on or after the effective date of Am. Sub. H.B. 59 of the 130th General Assembly
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Ways & Means Committee

HB44 LOTTERY PROFITS-SCHOOLS (Rep. Ron Gerberry) To require that a portion of lottery profits be distributed annually on a per pupil basis to public and chartered nonpublic schools
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Ways & Means Committee

HB46 GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (Rep. Mike Dovilla, Rep. Jonathan Dever) To require the Treasurer of State to establish the Ohio State Government Expenditure Database
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Finance Committee
HB52 WORKERS' COMPENSATION LAW (Rep. Robert Hackett) To make changes to the Workers' Compensation Law, to make appropriations for the Bureau of Workers' Compensation for the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of the Bureau's programs
STATUS: Passed House 96-0 

HB54 VOCATIONAL SCHOOL BOARDS-OFFICE TERMS (Rep. Marlene Anielski) To revise the law regarding terms of office of members of certain joint vocational school district boards of education
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB55 THIRD-GRADE READING GUARANTEE (Rep. Robert Sprague) To specify deadlines for the administration of reading skills assessments for purposes of the Third Grade Reading Guarantee
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB56 PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT-CRIMINAL RECORDS (Rep. Kirk Schuring, Rep. Stephen Slesnick) To limit the use of criminal records in the hiring and employment practices of public employers
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Commerce & Labor Committee

HB64 OPERATING BUDGET (Rep. Ryan Smith) To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs
STATUS: Signed by Governor – Effective immediately 
HB70 SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING (Rep. Denise Driehaus, Rep. Andrew Brenner) To authorize school districts and community schools to initiate a community learning center process to assist and guide school restructuring
STATUS: Signed by Governor – Effective 10/14/15
HB74 PRIMARY-SECONDARY ASSESSMENTS (Rep. Andrew Brenner) With regard to the administration of state primary and secondary education assessments
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Education Committee
HB81 SPECIAL ELECTIONS (Rep. Steve Hambley) To eliminate the ability to conduct special elections in February and to require a political subdivision to prepay sixty-five per cent of the estimated cost of a special election
STATUS: Referred to House Government Accountability & Oversight Committee
HB85 CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE PREVENTION (Rep. Dan Ramos, Rep. Christina Hagan) With respect to age-appropriate student instruction in child sexual abuse and sexual violence prevention and in-service staff training in child sexual abuse prevention
STATUS: House Judiciary Committee – Reported out
HB89 MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (Rep. Anthony DeVitis) Regarding the Medicaid School Program
STATUS: House Health & Aging Committee – Substitute bill accepted

HB92 SCHOOLS EMPLOYEES-SEXUAL CONDUCT (Rep. Christina Hagan) To prohibit an employee of a public or nonpublic school or institution of higher education who is not in a position of authority from engaging in sexual conduct with a minor at least four years younger than the employee who is enrolled in or attends that public or nonpublic school or who is enrolled in or attends that institution of higher education
STATUS: House Judiciary Committee – Reported out as amended
HB99 INCOME TAX-SCHOOL FUNDING (Rep. Mike Curtin) To require that an amount equal to state income tax collections, less amounts contributed to the Ohio political party fund via the income tax checkoff, be distributed for the support of elementary, secondary, vocational, and special education programs
STATUS: Referred to House Ways & Means Committee
HB113 CPR-GRADUATION REQUIREMENT (Rep. Cheryl Grossman, Rep. Nathan Manning) To require instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an automated external defibrillator as a requirement for high school graduation
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB114 SCHOOL DOOR-BARRICADE (Rep. Kristina Roegner, Rep. Heather Bishoff) To require the Board of Building Standards to adopt rules for the use of a barricade device on a school door in an emergency situation and to prohibit the State Fire Code from prohibiting the use of the device in such a situation
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate State & Local Government Committee
HB118 TUITION FEES (DeVitis, T., Patmon, B.) With respect to tuition overload fees at state institutions of higher education.
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB120 HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS (Schuring, K.) To create the Ohio Higher Education Innovation Grant Program and to make an appropriation.
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB130 PUBLIC RECORDS-DATA BOARD (Rep. Christina Hagan, Rep. Mike Duffey) To create the DataOhio Board, to specify requirements for posting public records online, to require the Auditor of State to adopt rules regarding a uniform accounting system for public offices, to establish an online catalog of public data at data.Ohio.gov, to establish the Local Government Information Exchange Grant Program, and to make an appropriation
STATUS: House State Government Committee – Bill amended
HB132 CONTRACEPTION COVERAGE-EDUCATION (Rep. Michele Lepore-Hagan, Rep. Heather Bishoff) Regarding coverage for prescription contraceptive drugs and devices, the provision of certain hospital and pregnancy prevention services for victims of sexual assault, and comprehensive sexual health and sexually transmitted infection education in schools
STATUS: Referred to House Health & Aging Committee
HB133 NONPROFIT DEGREE-TAX CREDIT (Rep. Tim Schaffer, Rep. Michael Ashford) To authorize an income tax credit for individuals that earn a nonprofit management degree or certain professional designations and to allow a sales tax exemption for out-of-state nonprofit corporations that relocate jobs to Ohio
STATUS: Referred to House Ways & Means Committee
HB136 STEM PROGRAM-LAKE COUNTY (Rep. Ron Young, Rep. John Rogers) To fund the Lake County Educational Service Center pilot project to support STEM initiatives for middle school students and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to House Finance Committee
HB137 ORGAN DONATION-HEALTH CURRICULUM (Rep. Cheryl Grossman, Rep. Debbie Phillips) To require the health curriculum of each school district to include instruction on the positive effects of organ and tissue donation
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB138 STATE TESTING WAIVER (Rep. Paul Zeltwanger, Rep. Kyle Koehler) To revise the requirements regarding the administration of the state achievement assessments, to require the Department of Education to request a waiver from federal testing requirements, and to declare an emergency
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB145 STEM PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (Rep. Robert McColley, Rep. Stephanie Howse) To establish the STEM Public-Private Partnership Pilot Program to provide high school students the opportunity to receive education in a targeted industry while simultaneously earning high school and college credit and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to House Finance Committee
HB146 CURSIVE HANDWRITING (Rep. Cheryl Grossman, Rep. Andrew Brenner) To require instruction in cursive handwriting
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB148 CLASSROOM FACILITIES ASSISTANCE (Rep. John Patterson, Rep. Sarah LaTourette) To require the Ohio School Facilities Commission to provide classroom facilities assistance to a school district resulting from the consolidation of two or more school districts or from the voluntary transfer of the entire territory of a school district if specified conditions are satisfied
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB153 PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY DATE (Rep. Mike Dovilla) - To change the date on which presidential primary elections are held
STATUS: Signed by Governor – Effective 9/10/15

HB156 CHARTER SCHOOL OVERSIGHT (Rep. Kristina Roegner, Rep. John Patterson) To make changes to the law regarding governance, operation, and management of community schools, and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB158 INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY TERM (Rep. Jonathan Dever, Rep. Stephanie Howse) To change the variations of the term "mentally retarded person" to "person with an intellectual disability”
STATUS: Referred to House Health & Aging Committee
HB160 TEXTBOOKS-HIGHER EDUCATION (Rep. Anthony DeVitis) With regard to the selection, availability, and purchase of textbooks that are required for a course offered by any state institution of higher education
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB166 LOCAL TAX-FISCAL REVISIONS (Rep. Doug Green) To extend the deadline for filing an application for the homestead exemption or 2 1/2% property tax rollback to the end of the tax year, to require that auditors certify Local Government Fund allocations to subdivisions by regular or electronic, rather than certified mail, and to repeal laws requiring county auditors to issue permits for traveling shows, issue licenses for new merchandise public auctions, certify the annual state tax interest rate to local courts, and provide certain certifications related to the repealed personal property tax
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB174 GRADUATE DEGREE-ENTREPRENEURIAL SKILLS (Rep. John Barnes, Jr.) With regard to entrepreneurial skills education requirements for professional graduate degree programs at state institutions of higher education
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB181 ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION-AUTO UPDATE (Rep. Kathleen Clyde) To require that eligible persons in certain government and school databases be automatically registered to vote or have their registrations updated automatically unless those persons decline to do so and to create an online voter registration system
STATUS: Referred to House Government Accountability & Oversight Committee
HB183 STUDENT TRUSTEE-VOTING AUTHORITY (Rep. Niraj Antani, Rep. Michael Stinziano) To grant student members of the boards of trustees of state universities and the Northeast Ohio Medical University voting power and the authority to attend executive sessions
STATUS: Referred to House Government Accountability & Oversight Committee

HB192 SAFETY ENHANCEMENT STANDARDS (Rep. John Rogers, Rep. Rick Perales) To require the State Board of Education to adopt rules prescribing standards for safety enhancements to new public and nonpublic school facilities and to require the Ohio School Facilities Commission to revise its construction and design standards to comply with the State Board's standards
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB200 EPINEPHRINE AUTOINJECTORS (Rep. Christina Hagan) To permit epinephrine autoinjectors for which no prescriptions have been written to be stored and accessed for use in case of emergency
STATUS: Referred to House Health & Aging Committee
HB212 ACADEMIC STANDARDS-CURRICULA (Rep. Andrew Thompson) With regard to state achievement assessments, statewide academic content standards and model curricula, and teacher and administrator evaluations
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee
HB221 TOBACCO USE-PUBLIC SCHOOLS (Rep. Margaret Ann Ruhl, Rep. Michael Ashford) To revise the law regarding tobacco and nicotine use in public schools and at public school-sponsored functions
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Health & Aging Committee

HB223 YOUTH ATHLETICS-MINOR EMPLOYMENT (Rep. Michael Stinziano) To allow minors to be employed by a youth athletic program if certain conditions are satisfied
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Government Accountability & Oversight Committee

HB231 PROPERTY VALUATION COMPLAINTS (Rep. Cheryl Grossman, Rep. Jeffrey McClain) To require counties, municipal corporations, townships, and school boards that file complaints against the valuation of property they do not own to pass a resolution approving the complaint and specifying the compensation paid to any person retained to represent the county, municipal corporation, township, or school board in the matter of the complaint
STATUS: Introduced

HB274 APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMS (Hagan, C.) To create a subprogram of the College Credit Plus Program that permits students to participate in certified apprenticeship programs. Am. 3365.16
STATUS: Introduced

HB287 YOUTH SUMMER EMPLOYMENT (Rep. John Barnes, Jr.) To require the Director of Development Services to establish a youth summer jobs pledging initiative to increase access to summer employment opportunities for high school and college youth
STATUS: Introduced

HB299 CUSTODIAN-AUTISM SCHOLARSHIP (Rep. Louis Blessing III, Rep. Jeffrey Rezabek) To permit the temporary, legal, or permanent custodian of a qualified child to apply for an Autism Scholarship
STATUS: Introduced

Senate

SB3 HIGH PERFORMING SCHOOL DISTRICT EXEMPTION (Sen. Cliff Hite, Sen. Keith Faber) To exempt high-performing school districts from certain laws
STATUS: (Passed by Senate) Referred to House Education Committee
SB4 IN-STATE TUITION REDUCTION (Sen. Keith Faber) To require each state institution of higher education to develop a plan to reduce in-state student cost of attendance by five per cent for the 2016-2017 academic year
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB6 JOINT COMMITTEE ON OHIO COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY (Sen. Shannon Jones, Sen. John Eklund) To increase the maximum income tax deduction for college savings contributions to $10,000 annually for each beneficiary
STATUS: (Passed by Senate) Referred to House Ways & Means Committee
SB12 INCOME TAX CREDIT-SCIENCE RELATED DEGREE (Sen. Jay Hottinger) To grant an income tax credit to individuals who earn degrees in science, technology, engineering, or math-based fields of study
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Ways & Means Committee

SB19 OHIO COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY GRANT (Sen. Tom Sawyer) To make changes to the Ohio College Opportunity Grant, to limit state university over load fees, and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB20 CHARTER SCHOOLS-RECORD KEEPING (Sen. Joe Schiavoni) Regarding audit and record-keeping requirements for community school sponsors and operators
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB22 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND-ALLOCATION INCREASE (Sen. Charleta Tavares) To increase monthly allocations to the Local Government Fund from 1.66% to 3.68% of the total tax revenue credited to the GRF each month
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB24 OHIO COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY GRANT QUALIFICATION (Sen. Sandra Williams) To qualify students in noncredit community college programs for Ohio College Opportunity Grants and to require the awarding of academic credit for community colleges’ career certification programs
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB34 SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICY-DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR (Sen. Charleta Tavares) With respect to school district policies for violent, disruptive, or inappropriate behavior
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB39 PEDESTRIAN RIGHT OF WAY-SCHOOL ZONE (Sen. Bill Beagle) To increase the penalties for failing to yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian who is crossing a roadway within a crosswalk when the crosswalk is located within a school zone
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Criminal Justice Committee

SB43 COLUMBUS STATE LOGISTICS PROGRAM (Sen. Jim Hughes) To establish the Columbus State Logistics Program and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB59 COMMUNITY SCHOOLS-STATE APPROPRIATED FUNDS (Sen. Michael Skindell) With respect to the use of state-appropriated funds by operators of community schools
STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee
SB71 TRIO-PROGRAM APPROPRIATION (Sen. Charleta Tavares) To make an appropriation for the provision of state matching funds for federal TRIO programs at Ohio institutions of higher education for FY 2016 and FY 2017
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee 
SB73 MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE (Sen. Charleta Tavares) To require community colleges, state community colleges, technical colleges, and university branches to comply with minority business enterprise set-aside requirements, and to require the Director of Administrative Services to establish guidelines for these entities, and the Northeast Ohio Medical University, to establish procurement goals for contracting with EDGE business enterprises
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB78 GED GRANT PROGRAM (Sen. Sandra Williams) To create the GED Grant Program for undergraduate students who have earned high school equivalence diplomas and are enrolled in two-year state institutions of higher education and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB82 GED-TEST COST (Sen. Sandra Williams) With regard to the administration and cost of the tests of general educational development required to earn a high school equivalence diploma
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB85 PROPERTY-TAX COMPLAINTS (Sen. William Coley) To limit the right to initiate most types of property tax complaints to the property owner and the county recorder of the county in which the property is located
STATUS: Referred to Senate Ways & Means Committee
SB92 SCHOOL SAFETY FUNDS (Sen. Joe Schiavoni) To require the State Board of Education to establish criteria and procedures for the awarding of school safety funds to school districts and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB93 BULLYING PREVENTION FUNDS (Sen. Joe Schiavoni) To require the State Board of Education to establish criteria and procedures for the awarding of bullying prevention and education funds to school districts and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB94 MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (Sen. Kevin Bacon, Sen. Peggy Lehner) Regarding the Medicaid School Program
STATUS: Referred to Senate Medicaid Committee
SB101 CONTRACEPTION EDUCATION (Sen. Capri Cafaro) Regarding coverage for prescription contraceptive drugs and devices, the provision of certain hospital and pregnancy prevention services for victims of sexual assault, and comprehensive sexual health and sexually transmitted infection education in schools
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Health & Human Services Committee

SB121 IMMUNIZATIONS (Hite, C.) To require pupils to be immunized against meningococcal disease at an age recommended by the Department of Health. 
STATUS: Signed by Governor – Effective 10/14/15
SB122 HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION (Gentile, L.) To extend eligibility for the homestead exemption to elderly or disabled homeowners who did not receive the exemption for 2013 and have $30,000 or more in Ohio adjusted gross income.
STATUS: Introduced

SB125 SCHOOL BARRICADES (LaRose, F., Hottinger, J.) To require the Board of Building Standards to adopt rules for the use of a barricade device on a school door in an emergency situation and to prohibit the State Fire Code from prohibiting the use of the device in such a situation.  
STATUS: Referred to Senate Transportation, Commerce & Labor Committee
SB126 OPEN ENROLLMENT (Sawyer, T.) To terminate interdistrict open enrollment on that date with the possibility of renewal following the General Assembly's examination of the study's findings.  
STATUS : Referred to Senate Education Committee
SB136 SCHOOL SECLUSION ROOMS (Sen. Charleta Tavares) To prohibit the use of seclusion on students in public schools
STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee
SB144 STEM PROGRAM-LAKE COUNTY (Sen. John Eklund) To fund the Lake County Educational Service Center pilot project to support STEM initiatives for middle school students and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB148 CHARTER SCHOOL OVERSIGHT (Sen. Peggy Lehner, Sen. Tom Sawyer) To make changes to the law regarding governance, operation, and management of community schools, and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance – Education Subcommittee
SB158 AUTOMATIC VOTER REGISTRATION (Sen. Kenny Yuko) To require that eligible persons in certain government and school databases be automatically registered to vote
STATUS: Referred to Senate Government Oversight & Reform Committee
SB163 COMMON CORE STANDARDS (Sen. Kris Jordan) With respect to the Common Core State Standards academic standards, powers of the State Board of Education, and the distribution of student information
STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee
SB168 STUDENT VIOLENT BEHAVIOR INFORMATION (Sen. Frank LaRose) To require the Education Management Information System to include information regarding persons at whom a student’s violent behavior that resulted in discipline was directed
STATUS: Passed by Senate, Vote 32-0
SB173 SPECIAL ELECTIONS (Sen. Kris Jordan) To eliminate the ability to conduct special elections in February and August
STATUS: Referred to Senate Government Oversight & Reform Committee


OHIO BUDGET AND POLITICS

KASICH WANTS TO CHANGE STRUCTURE, ROLE OF OHIO EDUCATION BOARD  COLUMBUS DISPATCH
Like his predecessors, Gov. John Kasich is thinking about changing the makeup and duties of the Ohio Board of Education. “The state Board of Education is extremely partisan. It’s very polarized and divided, and some people have seen that as a useful way to run through political agendas,” Kasich told The Dispatch.

DID DOLLARS OR DETAILS SLOW OHIO CHARTER REFORM? MANSFIELD NEWS JOURNAL
Can $91,000 help stall a law that would dramatically change how Ohio’s charter schools operate? Online charter school leader William Lager contributed $91,726 in June and July to Republican candidates and lawmakers, who are looking at sweeping reforms of Ohio’s charter schools. The two largest donations, each $18,798.51, were given to committees that help elect Republicans to the House and Senate; he was the largest individual donor to the Senate GOP in recent filings with the Ohio Secretary of State.

KASICH WANTS DIFFERENT STRUCTURE FOR OHIO SCHOOL BOARD CANTON REPOSITORY
Gov. John Kasich says he’d like to change the structure of Ohio’s school board, which can hire and fire the state superintendent. The Republican presidential candidate tells The Columbus Dispatch the structure with 11 elected seats and eight appointed by the governor is partisan and used to push political agendas. Governors of varying political leanings have tried to change the Ohio Board of Education since its inception in 1953.



OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION/STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

ODE, OPIATE TEAM SET GUIDANCE FOR SCHOOLS ON NEW ABUSE PREVENTION CURRICULUM HANNAH
The Ohio Department of Education and the Kasich administration's Governor's Cabinet Opiate Action Team has released recommendations for local school districts on compliance with a new requirement that students be taught the danger of opioid narcotics. Late in 2014, lawmakers passed 130-HB367 (Driehaus-Sprague), which requires every district's health curriculum to address, as the law describes, "prescription opioid abuse prevention, with an emphasis on the prescription drug epidemic and the connection between prescription opioid abuse and addition to other drugs, such as heroin."

ODE SHRINKS KINDERGARTEN ASSESSMENT HANNAH
The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) is offering a shorter test to gauge the skills of students entering their first year of school, following promises made earlier this year to make the test less time-consuming and more user-friendly for teachers. Under the recently passed budget, teachers will also have a longer window to administer the test.  According to an update for the 2015-2016 school year released Tuesday, the new Kindergarten Readiness Assessment (KRA) has 21 percent fewer items -- down to 50 from 63 -- and more of those items can be completed with technology, lessening teachers' data input obligations.

STATE SUCCEEDS IN CLOSING THREE CHARTER SCHOOLS - IMAGINE CLEVELAND, VILLAVIEW AND CLEVELAND COMMUNITY SCHOOL THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
The state has shut down three struggling charter schools in the city for poor academic performance – at least for this new school year. Lawsuits to keep the Imagine Cleveland charter school and the Villaview and Cleveland Community School partnership have been unsuccessful and the schools will not open this fall. "They are in the process of shutting down," said James Abrams, a lawyer for the Villaview and Cleveland Community schools, that share the same space in the Reserve Square Apartments at 13th Street and Superior Avenue downtown. The phone line to the schools has been disconnected.



EARLY LEARNING

MATH GETS MORE RIGOROUS FOR SOME PRESCHOOLERS EDUCATION WEEK
On a recent morning in South Seattle, Kristin Alfonzo challenged her preschoolers to make the number 7 using beads strung across two rows of pipe cleaners. One 5-year-old boy slid four beads across the top and three across the bottom. Another did the reverse, and one kid pushed all seven on one row. "I see many different ways of making 7!" Alfonzo said over the ruckus of kids counting out loud.


COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS

TRI-C GETS GRANT TO HELP STUDENTS COMING FROM FOSTER CARE WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD
Cuyahoga Community College announced it has been awarded a grant to improve retention and graduation rates for students who arrived on campus after aging out of the state’s foster care system. Studies show that former foster youth — who lack the safety net of family support — often struggle to complete college, according to a Tri-C news release. Only 9 percent earn a bachelor’s degree by age 26, a success rate less than half that of the general population. “For too long this population has gone under the radar in post-secondary education,” said William Murray IV, coordinator of Ohio Reach, a nonprofit organization working to improve higher education outcomes for those who aged out of the state’s foster system.

COLLEGE NOW RECEIVES $1.2 MILLION IN GRANTS TO HELP HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS PREPARE FOR COLLEGE NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
College Now Greater Cleveland, an agency that helps students prepare for and graduate from college, received two grants totaling $1.2 million. The two 21st Century Community Learning Center grants, each distributed over three years, will allow College Now to expand an after-school program for high school students known as impACT the 216.

OHIO HIGHER ED LAUNCHES INITIATIVE TO DRAW MORE INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS HANNAH
By increasing the number of international students at Ohio’s higher education institutions, Ohio would realize real economic gains, a new study shows. To realize that gain, the Ohio Department of Higher Education with the help of Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor and the Development Services Agency launched a new initiative Wednesday aimed at attracting more international students to Ohio, and retaining them in the state once they receive degrees. The Global React to Engage Academic Talent (GREAT) initiative was part of Gov. John Kasich’s mid-biennium review effort. Chancellor John Carey said Wednesday that 130-HB484 (Rosenberger-Brown) included language directing the now Department of Higher Education to work with other agencies and stakeholders to reach out and draw in more students.  

FABER, HIGHER ED LEADERS TAKE AFFORDABILITY TOUR TO CHAMPAIGN COUNTY HANNAH
Ohio State University President Michael Drake's travels to discuss college affordability took him to Urbana on Thursday. Senate President Keith Faber (R-Celina) and Clark State Community College President Jo Blondin joined him to talk about the state's 5 percent challenge and rethinking financial aid, among other topics.  "We're here because tuition is simply too darn high," said Faber. The Senate president said he expected "gnashing of teeth" from higher education leaders when he first broached his 5 percent challenge, which urges institutions to deliver ideas on lowering student costs by that much in the 2016-2017 school year. But they're rising to the challenge and devising innovative ideas that fit their own campuses, he said.

USDOE GRANTS $28.5 MILLION TO LOW-INCOME STUDENTS TAKING AP EXAMS HANNAH
The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) on Wednesday awarded $28.48 million in grant money to 38 states for low-income students to take Advanced Placement (AP) tests, covering costs for all but $12 per test based on the anticipated number of tests to be taken. The Ohio Department of Education received $595,306 through the Advanced Placement Test Fee Program, along with 37 other states, Washington, D.C., and the Virgin Islands. Funding levels were based on estimates of how many low-income students would take AP tests. The top grantee was California at $10.6 million, while South Dakota received $6,246. The department said subsidizing test fees encourages students to take the AP exams for college credit and reduces the overall cost of a postsecondary degree. The number of subsidized tests for eligible low-income students increased from an estimated 768,772 to 831,913 over the past year, USDE said.

EDUCATORS WORK TO STAVE OFF 'SUMMER MELT' EDUCATION WEEK
Switching his college choice in late June has made the summer hectic for Christopher M. Triplett, a recent graduate of Lindblom Math and Science Academy on the South Side of Chicago. On his own financially and the first in his family to go to college, Christopher has relied on his school counselor, Karen M. Fitzpatrick, to make sure everything gets done so he can attend Virginia State University in the fall.


NORTHEAST OHIO SCHOOLS


CUYAHOGA COUNTY

BEACHWOOD SCHOOL BOARD ACCEPTS RESIGNATION OF MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR DOUG LEVIN SUN NEWS
BACK TO SCHOOL: BEREA SCHOOLS GET FIRST TV STUDIO, NEW COURSES AND STAFFERS, AND MORE (PHOTOS) THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
CLEVELAND METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT WANTS TO BOOST PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS STATE IMPACT OHIO
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS-UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS SCHOOL SPOKESWOMAN LANDS JOB WITH CLEVELAND SCHOOLS  NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
CONSTRUCTION PROGRESSES ON 3 NEW LAKEWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, HIGH SCHOOL DEMOLITION NEARLY COMPLETE (PHOTOS) NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL PHOTOS: STRONGSVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL THROWS ON SUPERHERO CAPE TO WELCOME STUDENTS BACK NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
WESTLAKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS EARN INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE WORLD SCHOOL NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP

LAKE COUNTY

MENTOR SCHOOL DISTRICT OPENS PARADIGM CENTER WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

WILLOUGHBY-EASTLAKE SCHOOL BOARD VOTES FOR PAY RAISE WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

MENTOR TO TAKE OVER KIRTLAND SCHOOLS FOOD PROGRAM WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

RIVERSIDE TEACHERS, ADMINISTRATORS VOLUNTEER FOR 'COMMUNITY KINDNESS DAY' WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

LORAIN COUNTY

AMHERST SCHOOLS LAUNCHES NEW SCHEDULE LORAIN MORNING JOURNAL

CLEARVIEW APPROVES HIRING OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS LORAIN MORNING JOURNAL

AVON UNVEILS NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL LORAIN MORNING JOURNAL

ELYRIA CITY SCHOOLS BELIEVE IN WHERE EVERYBODY BELONGS LORAIN MORNING JOURNAL

MEDINA COUNTY

MEDINA SCHOOLS NEWS: DRUG TESTING SURVEY, NEW ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL SUN NEWS

PORTAGE COUNTY

AURORA SCHOOL YEAR TO BEGIN; CHROMEBOOKS ARE NEW ADDITION AURORA ADVOCATE

SUMMIT COUNTY

TWINSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT GETS BACK IN SESSION AUG. 19 TWINSBURG BULLETIN
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